This complicated problem may be divided into four main parts:
(1) The causes capable of producing an increase in number of erythrocytes per unit volume of blood.
(2) Localization of these processes. (3) The manner in which the number of erythrocytes is increased.
(4) The mechanism by which the red corpuscle content of the blood is controlled.
As previously pointed out, the causes of polycythaemia are very numerous, and have received a great deal of attention, but little work has been done concerning the localization and manner in which this increase in number of erythrocytes is brought about.
From experiments previously reported, the present author concluded that the liver is the organ which is responsible for the changes in number of erythrocytes produced by the intravenous injection of epinephrin.' This conclusion has been confirmed by the following experiments here summarized.
